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The	VPN	industry	is	booming,	with	many	new	providers	popping	up	every	day.	It's	difficult	to	tell	which	VPNs	are	worth	our	time	and	money,	so	we	compiled	a	list	of	the	top	VPN	services	to	help	you	out.	VPNs	have	been	around	for	a	while	now.	They	started	off	as	an	unseen	tool	used	by	business	corporations	and	government	agencies	to	share	data	in
a	secure	way.	Today,	people	can	use	them	for	personal	use	too;	we're	going	to	show	you	the	best	ones	and	how	they	work!VPN	services	vary	in	pricing	and	features,	which	is	why	we've	decided	to	lay	out	the	basics	about	some	of	the	most	popular	options	on	the	market	right	now.	You'll	want	this	guide	when	you're	shopping	around	for	your	new	VPN
service	provider!	A	virtual	private	network	(VPN)	is	a	technology	that	enables	you	to	create	a	safe	and	encrypted	connection	over	the	internet,	bypassing	restrictions	imposed	by	some	websites,	content	providers,	and	even	some	countries.	VPNs	are	usually	made	of	two	different	types	of	connections:1.	The	first	type	of	connection	usually	takes	place	on
an	individual's	own	computer	or	device	to	connect	with	the	VPN	service's	server.2.	The	second	type	of	connection	usually	takes	place	between	the	VPN	service's	server	and	the	website	that	one	wants	to	access.What	Are	the	Different	Types	of	VPNs?	As	mentioned	before,	a	VPN	(virtual	private	network)	is	a	technology	that	creates	a	secure,	encrypted
connection	over	the	internet	to	protect	your	data.	There	are	many	different	types	of	VPNs	available	to	choose	from.	Choosing	the	best	VPN	for	you	can	be	difficult,	but	it's	important	to	remember	that	you	should	always	do	your	research	before	committing	to	one.VPNs	come	in	three	main	types:	open,	shared,	and	private.	These	three	types	of	VPNs
vary	by	their	level	of	security	and	the	range	of	features	offered.How	to	Choose	Which	VPN	to	Get	A	VPN	can	be	used	for	different	purposes	-	from	unlocking	Facebook,	YouTube,	and	Netflix	outside	the	US	to	getting	around	censorship	in	China.	There	are	many	VPN	services	available	online	but	it's	challenging	to	find	a	reliable	and	free	one	that	meets
all	your	needs.	It's	also	difficult	to	know	which	best	paid	VPN	service	will	offer	you	the	best	features	at	an	affordable	price.Some	of	the	best	providers	at	the	moment	are	NordVPN,	ExpressVPN,	and	Surfshark.Using	a	VPNWhat	Are	the	Advantages	of	Using	a	VPN?	Some	people	believe	that	VPNs	are	not	worth	the	time	and	money.	But	in	reality,	they
have	many	advantages	that	make	them	a	must-have	for	everyone.	For	example,	having	a	VPN	can	help	you	protect	your	data	from	hackers	and	snoopers	by	securing	your	connection	with	encryption.	And	because	it	hides	your	IP	address,	it	can	also	boost	your	privacy	when	you’re	browsing	the	internet	or	downloading	torrents.What	Are	the
Disadvantages	of	Using	a	VPN?	There	are	a	few	drawbacks	to	using	a	VPN.	The	first	is	the	price.	Even	though	there	are	many	free	and	low-cost	VPN	services,	they	generally	have	limited	features	and	bandwidth.	Another	disadvantage	is	that	some	people	don’t	like	the	idea	of	their	activities	being	monitored	by	third	parties,	which	their	ISP	or	network
administrator	can	use	to	collect	data	on	them	without	permission.This	has	given	rise	to	virtual	private	networks	as	an	answer	for	those	who	want	to	maintain	their	privacy	at	all	costs,	but	it’s	important	to	be	aware	that	not	all	VPN	services	offer	the	same	level	of	protection	and	anonymity	for	users.A	VPN	provides	a	layer	of	security	and	privacy	by
connecting	your	device	directly	to	a	server	in	another	country	(or	in	some	cases	across	the	world).	This	masks	your	IP	address	and	location.Conclusion	&	How	to	Speed	Up	Your	Connection	with	a	VPN	A	VPN	is	very	useful	when	it	comes	to	protecting	your	privacy	and	making	your	connection	faster.	It	can	be	used	on	any	device,	including
smartphones,	tablets,	laptops	and	desktops.	While	some	people	might	argue	that	free	VPNs	are	just	as	good	as	paid	ones,	they	do	not	offer	the	same	level	of	security.	Nor	do	they	have	the	same	speed	and	bandwidth	limits.	A	paid	VPN	will	give	you	better	protection	for	your	data	and	make	your	connection	much	more	secure	than	a	free	one	would.The
best	way	to	use	a	VPN	is	by	downloading	the	app	on	both	your	phone	and	computer	before	business	travel	or	connecting	to	public	Wi-Fi	networks	at	cafes	or	airports	abroad.	In	recent	years	the	privacy	software	business	has	taken	off	in	earnest,	and	no	longer	do	the	best	VPN	services	seem	like	they're	just	for	geeks	in	V	for	Vendetta	masks	lurking	on
the	darkweb.	Now,	you'll	find	them	on	tens,	if	not	hundreds	of	millions	of	devices	worldwide.	But	what	is	a	VPN	to	begin	with?In	essence,	a	virtual	private	network	(VPN	for	short)	allows	remote	users	to	securely	connect	to	a	private	server	from	any	location.	That	often	includes	employees	on	the	road	or	working	from	home,	who	can	use	VPNs	to
securely	connect	to	the	office	network	from	their	laptops.	Large	companies	with	offices	spanning	multiple	locations	also	use	VPNs	to	ensure	a	secure	and	universal	network	for	all	office	sites.However,	it's	not	just	businesses	that	use	VPNs.	Consumer	VPN	services	like	ExpressVPN	and	NordVPN	have	boomed	in	the	last	decade,	and	their	ability	to
unblock	restricted	streaming	content,	anonymize	your	online	activity,	and	spoof	your	virtual	location	mean	that	there	are	countless	VPN	uses	you	may	never	have	considered.The	purpose	of	VPNsIt's	worth	considering	which	kind	of	VPN	you're	interested	in	before	considering	the	purpose.	A	business	VPN	like	the	one	you	may	use	at	work	(or	when
working	from	home)	is	an	essential	tool	for	connecting	disparate	users	to	a	single	Intranet	and	accessing	restricted	files.	It	will	have	specialized	tools	to	allow	teams	to	work	well	together	like	dedicated	IPs	and	a	central	management	system,	but	you	won't	want	to	use	it	for	more	recreational	reasons.A	consumer	VPN	–	the	ones	you'll	likely	see
advertised	in	YouTube	videos	and	on	TV	–	are	optimized	for	personal	use.	That	means	while	you	won't	be	able	to	connect	to	particular	restricted	Intranets,	you	probably	won't	be	wanting	to,	either.The	purpose	of	a	consumer	VPN	is	primarily	to	provide	the	user	with	privacy	and	security	online,	allow	access	to	sites	that	are	blocked	by	your	Internet
Service	Provider	(ISP)	or	government,	and	change	region	on	Netflix	to	watch	exclusive	content	for	free.	This	is	done	by	rerouting	your	Internet	connection	away	from	your	ISP's	servers	and	through	the	VPN's	own	servers.	There	are	multiple	benefits	to	this,	but	the	three	most	important	reasons	are	to	hide	your	activity	from	your	ISP	(which	is	likely	to
log	any	suspicious	activity),	change	your	IP	address	so	that	your	activity	can't	be	linked	back	to	you	by	other	websites,	and	to	change	your	apparent	location.In	short,	a	VPN	can	make	you	appear	to	be	a	totally	different	person	online.	That	helps	to	avoid	ad	trackers,	access	different	content	that	may	be	blocked	by	your	ISP,	and	ensure	all	your
browsing	can't	be	linked	back	to	you.What	is	a	VPN:	VPN	protocolsDue	to	the	secure	nature	of	VPNs,	they	use	a	number	of	protocols	that	encrypt	data	traffic.	This	is	especially	important	because	data	is	being	transmitted	over	a	public	network	between	two	remote	locations.Protocols	used	by	VPNs	include	IP	Security	(IPSec),	Secure	Sockets	Layer
(SSL),	Transport	Layer	Security	(TLS),	Point-to-Point	Tunneling	Protocol	(PPTP),	Layer	2	Tunneling	Protocol	(L2TP),	OpenVPN,	Internet	Key	Exchange	(IKEv1	and	IKEv2)	and	WireGuard.In	modern	VPN	services,	you'll	primarily	be	using	OpenVPN	and	WireGuard,	with	the	latter	becoming	more	popular	by	the	minute	thanks	to	its	excellent	speeds	and
great	security.	Mobile	VPN	services	will	also	often	use	IKEv2	thanks	to	the	fact	it	copes	with	unstable	connections	more	effectively.In	all	protocols,	both	endpoints	—	your	computer,	smartphone	or	router,	and	the	VPN	server	—	use	a	"handshake"	method	of	authentication.	To	successfully	initiate	this	connection,	the	connecting	computer	must	share	a
key	that	matches	the	required	parameters	for	the	receiving	location.Visiting	Japan?	You'll	need	a	Japan	VPNThe	advantages	of	VPNConsumer	VPNs	have	a	huge	amount	of	advantages.	You'll	be	able	to	access	sites	like	torrent	repositories	that	may	be	blocked	by	your	ISP.	If	you're	in	a	country	like	China	or	the	UAE,	you'll	be	able	to	sidestep
government	restrictions.	You'll	be	able	to	watch	shows	on	Netflix	that	aren't	available	in	your	country,	and	even	access	country-specific	services	you	pay	for	like	Hulu	and	HBO	Max	if	you're	out	of	your	home	country.What's	more,	if	you	take	the	right	precautions	alongside	using	the	VPN	(for	example,	browsing	in	Incognito	mode	and	not	entering
personal	data),	you	can	also	avoid	linking	yourself	to	any	activity	you'd	prefer	to	keep	totally	private.The	disadvantages	of	VPNIt's	well-known	that	many	VPNs	do	have	an	impact	on	performance.	That's	almost	inevitable	thanks	to	the	fact	that	you're	essentially	making	your	connection	travel	further.	However,	if	you	pick	a	fast	VPN	you	won't	notice
much	of	a	difference	at	all.If	you	choose	to	try	out	a	free	VPN,	you'll	also	be	subjected	to	certain	limitations.	For	example,	you	may	have	a	data	limit,	and	almost	invariably	you	won't	be	able	to	access	streaming	site	–	plus,	free	services	often	aren't	as	secure	as	paid	ones.It's	also	worth	noting	that	on	rare	occasions	you	may	be	faced	with	CAPTCHA
tests	on	some	sites	when	using	a	VPN.	This	is	because	a	VPN's	IP	addresses	are	shared	between	users,	and	some	sites	may	detect	'unusual'	activity.	In	our	experience,	however,	this	is	fairly	unobtrusive	and	is	preferable	to	the	unprotected	alternative.Finally,	it's	essential	you	make	sure	to	sign	up	for	a	reputable	VPN	provider	–	taking	your	pick	from
any	of	our	guides	is	a	good	place	to	start.	If	you	choose	to	go	with	a	lesser	service	(especially,	for	example,	a	free	Android	VPN)	you	may	be	putting	yourself	in	danger	of	having	your	data	stolen	and	leaked.Is	a	VPN	enough?For	many	people,	a	VPN	will	offer	enough	functionality	to	get	more	out	of	the	web	and	stay	safe	online.	It'll	get	access	to	more
streaming	content,	stop	ad	trackers	collecting	your	data,	and	keep	you	safer	by	encrypting	your	traffic	on	public	Wi-Fi.However,	if	you're	looking	for	true	web	privacy,	there	are	a	number	of	other	steps	you	should	take	to	ensure	you're	staying	anonymous.First	of	all,	use	Incognito	or	private	browsing	mode.	That	means	your	history	will	not	be	saved,
and,	depending	on	your	settings,	cookies	will	be	disabled.	Plus,	you	won't	be	automatically	signed	into	websites,	which	is	an	easy	way	of	linking	your	fresh	IP	straight	back	to	you.Beyond	that,	using	Tor	Browser	is	even	more	secure,	and	for	ultimate	untraceability	you	may	want	to	consider	using	the	Tails	OS.	With	each	step	you'll	find	usage	becomes
more	and	more	inconvenient,	so	it's	worth	considering	just	how	private	you	need	to	be.As	always,	though,	you	–	the	user	–	are	the	weakest	link.	If	you're	not	careful	about	inputting	personal	information,	no	matter	how	well-protected	your	connection	is	you	can	be	discovered.	That	won't	be	a	huge	issue	for	most,	but	no	matter	what	precautions	you
take	to	secure	your	connection,	you	need	to	match	that	with	your	own	diligence	and	common	sense.In	a	nutshell	–	what	is	a	VPN?If	you're	an	individual	looking	for	anonymity	and	freedom	online,	a	VPN	is	an	excellent	addition	to	your	toolbox.	While	it	can't	provide	absolutely	everything	in	terms	of	online	security,	it's	a	great	starting	point	and,
realistically,	is	all	most	people	need.Plus,	added	bonuses	like	accessing	restricted	Netflix	content	and	spoofing	your	location	can	be	super	useful	and	just	plain	fun	to	play	about	with	–	so	for	just	about	anyone	who	regularly	goes	online,	we	highly	recommend	picking	one	up.Which	VPN	do	we	recommend?
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